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Minutes from October 22, 2018 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
at Sewerage Agency of Southern Marin 

450 Sycamore Avenue, Mill Valley 
 

1. Call to Order:  Chair Kious called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. Present: Lew 
Kious, Anne Lahaderne, Linda Rames, Kevin Reilly, Shonn Dougherty (District 
Manager), Dave Haflich (Assistant Manager) 
 

2. Approval of Minutes for September 24, 2018. Motion to Approve by Linda Rames, 
Anne Lahaderne Seconded. Approved 4-0. 

3. Public Open Time: Bill Moore and Helen Russell from Equator Coffee were in 
attendance with two employees from their Tam Valley location at 244 Shoreline 
Hwy. Bill informed Board about proposed plan submitted to Building Dept and 
Health Dept regarding drainage conversion. Lew explained that Board can listen to 
proposed plans but cannot comment since item isn’t on Agenda. Equator is 
considered a mobile food facility, all fresh water tanks and waste water captured are 
self-contained. Equator must be serviced by a commissary. Equator’s Downtown 
Mill Valley location serves as commissary. Transportation of waste water to 
Downtown Mill Valley is a lot of work. A minor remodel to convert both existing 
sinks and floor drains was explained. In addition, a proposal to drain gray water into 
Almonte’s existing laterals was described. Equator’s representatives wanted to 
attend meeting to inform Board and comply with all County and District’s 
regulations. 
 

4. Secretary-Treasurer’s Report: Anne presented Board with a brief analysis of 
Warrant List and financial status. As of this Warrant cycle in fiscal 2018-2019, 
Almonte has spent $63,274.49, which is 8.5% of the annual budget. This period 
equates to 33% of the 2018-2019 annual budget. Almonte has $891,580.14 
remaining in reserves. Motion to Approve Payroll and Warrant List made by Kevin, 
Seconded by Lew. Approved 4-0. 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

5. Reports by Representatives to Other Meetings: Lew reported on the recent odor 
issues which have been raised by the nearby community and Middle School parents. 
After much testing, no violations were noted, and no measurements which would 
indicate any possible health risk. EPA doesn’t share testing info, they only reveal if 
measurements are above or below threshold. SASM is below violation threshold. No  
members of the public attended SASM meeting. Monitoring and additional testing 
for source of odors will continue. Linda asked if SASM will notify the Marin IJ and 
other news sources when testing is complete. Lew responded, “absolutely”! 
 

6. Manager’s Report: A comprehensive Manger’s report was included in the Board 
Packet. Dave informed Board about Roto-Rooter’s difficulty with updated software 
and Almonte’s cleaning program. Dave submitted EPA annual report, but Roto 
Rooter is behind with cleaning our lines. Dave will update report when District lines 
are serviced by Roto Rooter.                                                           
 
 

7. New Business:  No New Business. 
  
 

8. Old Business:  
                 1. On-going Board member recruitment- Held over for next meeting. 

2. 2018-2019 Budget- Dave explained changes to color coded budget worksheet.          
He updated income to show increase, added a line for Board Member recruitment, 
increased phone bill and updated CIP to be determined for $125,000 next year. 
Motion to approve budget made by Anne, seconded by Kevin, Approved 4-0. 

                                      

9. Board Directors Members Open Time:  Lew brought up article in Marin IJ detailing 
Marin County’s Sanitary Districts meeting pay scale. Almonte Board Members are 
amongst lowest paid in County. Board Member pay will be addressed at next 
meeting. 

 
 

10. Next Meeting Date: The next Regular Meeting was set to be Monday, November 26, 
2018, 7:00pm in the SASM Conference Room. 
 

11. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm.  Motion to adjourn made by 
Kevin, Seconded by Linda. Approved 4-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


